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campaigning for that country’s freedom and, later, the rebuilding of the
country the last great causes of her life. Understanding that fascism rep-
resented an existential threat to all the progressive movements to which
she had dedicated her life, Sylvia turned to her old comrades, including
those friendships forged in the American tours. In the 1930s, she corre-
sponded with Alice Stone Blackwell, the former editor of the Woman's
Journal, to enlist her support in anti-fascist activities.’” In 1936, Sylvia’s
birthday message to Harriot Stanton Blatch, her parents’ old friend
who invited her to America in 1911, concluded by warning ‘[w]e are
faced with a new reaction ... Fascism is a real menace to humanity’ She
recalled the memory of their past shared struggles:

When we were facing ignominy to win our citizenship, we were
spurred on always by the thought that women had a great part to play
in sweeping away the evils of war and poverty, and soulless greed and
competition. Now we must forge ahead to achieve the Brotherhood
and Sisterhood of mankind, the Golden Age of plenty for all by mutual
aid.»98

Sylvia never forgot the experiences of the American tours and the stances
that she took. In the 1940s and 1950s, Sylvia's campaigning in solidarity
with Ethiopia led to her correspondence with the American W.E.B. Du
Bois, a leading Pan-Africanist intellectual, and staunch supporter of
women’s suffrage. In a letter from 1946, discussing means of facilitat-
ing African American support for Ethiopia, Sylvia recalled challenging
racism in Tennessee over thirty years before: Thave always had sympathy
for the American Negro and had some lively experiences when I was in
the United States on that account.’® For Sylvia, her American experi-
ences were not a cause for nostalgia. Instead, her experiences, changing
ideas and friendships forged in those intense months in 1911 and 1912,
recorded so vividly here, inspired her lifelong campaigning efforts
against oppression and for democracy.
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